
DORNIER WAL 
“a Light coming over the Sea” 

Index 

Preface . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 
Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 

BIRTH OF A FAMILY OF FLYING BOATS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 

THE WAL IN PERSPECTIVE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 

CONSTRUCTION OF THE WAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 
Advanced design criteria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 
Modular engine set-up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31 
Perfect flight characteristics . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  33 
Standard equipment of the Wal . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35 

EXPEDITIONS. PIONEER FLIGHTS AND RECORDS . . . . . . . . . . .  
Amundsen by air to the North Pole . . . . . . . . . .  
Great aviators: Locatelli. Courtney. von Gronau and Franco . 
The Portuguese Sarmento de Beires . A modem Magaihaes? 
Ramon Franco’s attempt to fly around the world . . . . .  
Flight around the world in 110 days . . . . . . . . .  
Description of a flight expedition from Surabaja 

to Borneo and Celebes . . . . . . . . . . . .  
The major achievements of 32 world records . . . . . .  

. . 39 

. . 39 
. . 49 

* . 59 
. 63 

. . 67 

. . 73 

. . 85 

MILITARY USE OF THE WAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  87 
Spain. first to recognize the military value . . . . . . . . .  87 
German rearmament under cloak . . . . . . . . . . . .  93 
The Wal’s early fundamental role for the Netherlands . . . . .  97 
Sketch of the Dutch operational field . . . . . . . . . . .  97 
Cumbersome decision making of the Dutch Government . . .  99 
Development of the Naval Air Station of Moro-Krembangan . . 103 

5 



The first 5 flying boats in crates on their way to 
the Dutch East Indies . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  103 

Disputable but successful construction in the Netherlands . . .  105 
Three Wals in an adventurous and unsuccessful transfer to 

the Dutch East Indies . . . . . . . . . . . . .  109 
The Wals in their practical operational environment . . . . . .  119 
Strategic and tactical aspects . . . . . . . . . . . . .  121 
Change-over from the Wal to the Domier Do 24K 

and the “Catalina” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  121 

CIVIL USE OF THE WAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  127 
The Wal Passenger Flying Boat. “A light coming over the sea” . 127 
Expansion of air transportation in Italy . . . . . . . . . .  129 
Passenger Flying Boats “Atlantico” and “Pacifico” in 

South and Central America . . . . . . . . . . .  133 
Kawasaki and Domier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  139 
Deutsche Luf Hansa introduces the Wal . . . . . . . . .  143 
Hard competition on the Transatlantic Airmail Route . . . . .  145 
The first Catapultships of the Deutsche Luft Hansa . . . . .  151 
The German Antartica expedition 1938-1939 . . . . . . . .  159 
Air Sea Rescue operations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  161 
The Wal decides Domier’s future . . . . . . . . . . . . .  164 
During the World War Il Do 18 and 

Do 26 saw service in Norway . . . . . . . . . . .  164 

THE DORNIER WAL COUNTRY OVERVIEW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  167 
List of matriculations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  175 

DORNIER WAL FAMILY CHRONOLOGY AND MILESTONES . . . . . . . . . .  210 

RETROSPECTIVE AND OUTLOOK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  216 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  217 

BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  218 

6 


